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they tended to emphasise the negative and to
weaken the positive elements of the Christian
faith. The result was somewhat amhiguous. The
fundamental idea of Christianity could not be lost;
but it was, so to speak, driven back to its last
entrenchment in the consciousness of Christ, and all
the outworks were surrendered to the enemy. To
put the matter more clearly, Christianity could not
give up its central idea of the unity of the human
with the divine, nor could it give up the faith that
men in some sense are capable of being participators
in the divine nature. But, under the influence of
IsTeo-Platonic modes of thought, the gulf between Christ
and other men tended to widen. The heresy that
reduced the humanity of Christ to an illusive appear-
ance was defeated in its direct aim, but it was
victorious in so far as the glorified Christ was
absolutely separated from and raised above ail his
fellows, till it became almost a paradox to say that
* he was in all points tempted like as we are/' The
strong language of St. John's Gospel, " that they may
be one, even as we are one," had to be explained
away. And though St. Athanasius could still say,
that " He became man that we might be made gods," *
it was inevitable that such, words should come to seem
too daring.
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